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- Click links, read, watch video
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Half Dome, Yosemite Valley California



El Capitan
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Yosemite Valley
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Devil’s Tower Wyoming
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Chain of Craters Road, Big Island of Hawaii
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Mauna Loa
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Caption: 

A. Igneous rocks that form at or near Earth’s surface cool quickly and often 
exhibit a fine-grained texture. B. Coarse-grained igneous rocks form when 
magma slowly crystallizes at depth. C. During a volcanic eruption in which 
silica-rich lava is ejected into the atmosphere, a frothy glass called pumice 
may form. D. A porphyritic texture results when magma that already 
contains some large crystals migrates to a new location where the rate of 
cooling increases. The resulting rock consists of larger crystals embedded 
within a matrix of smaller crystals. (Photos courtesy of E. J. Tarbuck) 



Mt. St. Helen’s
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Maroon Bells outside Aspen, Colorado.
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Grand Canyon.
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The Fire Wave. Valley of Fire State Park, Nevada.
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Petrified Sand Dunes.  Zion National Park, Utah.
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Mt. Washington, New Hampshire.  Affectionately referred to as “The Rock 
Pile”.
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